"TOWN OF LEGAL
BYLAW #14-2022
Off Highway Vehicles Bylaw

A BYLAW OF THE TOWN OF LEGAL, IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION,
CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLES WITHIN THE TOWN OF LEGAL.

WHEREAS pursuant to the Municipal Government Act, a council may pass bylaws;

AND WHEREAS the Traffic Safety Act authorizes a municipal council to pass bylaws pertaining to general
traffic regulation in that municipality, which bylaws shall not be inconsistent with that Act;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Town of Legal, deem:s it desirable to regulate traffic within the Town of
Legal with respect to places, times and speeds of the vehicles;

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Town of Legal, in the Province of Alberta, duly assembled, hereby

enacts as follows:

1.0

2.0

3.0

TITLE

1.1 This bylaw may be referred to as the “Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Bylaw”.
GENERAL

2.1 Council may rescind this bylaw at any time.

DEFINITIONS

3.1 Inthis bylaw:

a) “ACT” means the Traffic Safety Act, R.S.A. 2000, c.T-6 as amended;

b) "BYLAW" means bylaw of the Town of Legal, including any amendments thereto;

c) “BYLAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER” means the person or persons appointed as such
from time to time by the Town of Legal Council, to perform any duties under this Bylaw
and includes but is not limited to a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, a
Peace Officer and a Bylaw Enforcement Officer;

d) “CAO” means the Chief Administrative Officer of the Town of Legal or their designate;

e) “COUNCIL” means the Town Council for the municipal corporation of the Town of
Legal;

f) "COURT" means the Provincial court of Alberta;

g) “HIGHWAY” means any thoroughfare, street, road, trail, avenue, parkway, driveway,
viaduct, lane, alley, square, bridge, causeway, trestleway or other place or any part of
any of them, whether publicly or privately owned, that the public is ordinarily entitled
or permitted to use for the passage or parking of vehicles and includes:

i. asidewalk, including a boulevard adjacent to the sidewalk;
ii. if a ditch lies adjacent to and parallel with the roadway, the ditch; and
iii. if a highway right of way is contained between fences or between a fence and
one side of the roadway, all the land between the fences, or all the land between
the fence and the edge of the roadway, as the case may be, but does not include
a place declared by regulation not to be a highway;
h) “MUNICIPAL VIOLATION TAG” means a tag or similar document issued by the Town or

their designate pursuant to the Municipal Government Act, as amended or repealed
and replaced from time to time;
“OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE” means any motorized mode of transportation built for cross-
country travel on land, water, snow, ice or marsh or swamp land or on other natural
terrain and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, includes, when specifically
designed for such travel:
i. 4-wheel drive vehicles,

ii. low pressure tire vehicles,

iii. motorcycles and related 2-wheel vehicles,

iv. amphibious machines,

v. all terrain vehicles,

vi. miniature motor vehicles,
vii. snow vehicles,



j)

k)

s)

t)

y)

viii. minibikes, and
ix. any other means of transportation that is propelled by any power other than
muscular power or wind,

but does not include:

X. motorboats, or

xi. any other vehicle exempted from being an off-highway vehicle by regulation;
"OPERATOR" means a person who drives or is in actual physical control of the off-
highway vehicle and who is the holder of a valid subsisting operator’s license;
“OPERATOR’S LICENCE” or “DRIVER’S LICENCE” means an operator’s licence or a
driver’s licence that is issued under the Act and includes a document or information
and other data contained in an electronic form that is recognized under the Act as an
operator’s licence or a driver’s licence;
"OWNER" means the Person who owns an Off-Highway Vehicle including the
registered owner and including any person renting a vehicle or having the exclusive
use of an Off-Highway Vehicle under a lease that has a term of more than thirty (30)
days or otherwise having the exclusive use of an Off-Highway vehicle for a period of
more than thirty (30) days, or if the context dictates, a duly registered land titleholder
of land where the Off-Highway Vehicle is stored or operated;
"PARKLAND" means any developed or undeveloped property that is owned, controlled
or maintained by the Town, is intended to be used by members of the public for
recreation purposes, and is either:

i. preserved as a natural area,

ii. designated or districted as park or public recreation,

iii. dedicated as municipal reserve, environmental reserve or a public utility lot
property pursuant to the Municipal Government Act RS.A. 2000, c.M-26 (as
amended), or

iv. a Boulevard contiguous with, partially within or fully within the property
referenced under Subsections (i), (ii) or (iii);

“PEDESTRIAN” means
i. person on foot, or

ii. a person in or on a mobility aid, and includes those persons designated by
regulation as pedestrians;

"PERSON" includes any individual, corporation, society, association, partnership or
firm;
"ROADWAY" means that part of a highway intended for use by vehicular traffic, and
for the purposes of this Bylaw, means roadways within the Town;
“SAFETY HELMET” means a safety helmet as prescribed in the Regulations made
pursuant to the Act;
"SIDEWALK" means that part of a highway especially adapted to the use of or ordinarily
used by pedestrians, and includes that part of a highway between:

i. thecurbline, or

ii. where there is no curb line, the edge of the roadway,
and the adjacent property line, whether or not it is paved or improved;
“SPECIAL PERMIT” shall mean a permit authorized by the CAO to allow a person or
persons to operate an off-highway vehicle or motor vehicle for a special purpose within
areas which are otherwise restricted.
“STOP” means

i. when required, a complete cessation from vehicular movement, and

ii. when prohibited, any halting even momentarily of a vehicle, whether occupied
or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance
with a direction given by a peace officer or traffic control device;

"STREET FURNITURE" includes every curb, sidewalk, utility pole, traffic control device,
waste receptacle, tree, plant, grass, utility service equipment or any other property
authorized for placement on a public place by the Town;

“TOWN” means the municipal corporation of the Town of Legal;

“TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE” means any sign, signal, marking or device placed, marked
or erected under the authority of the Act for the purpose of regulating, warning or
guiding traffic;

"UNDEVELOPED LAND" means land that has not been subdivided and/or has had
improvements made to the land. Improvements include but are not inclusive of paved
roads, above and/or underground services, landscaping, pedestrian trail/walkway or
land designated for a specific purpose such as an environmental reserve.

“VIOLATION TICKET” means a ticket issued pursuant to Provincial Offences Procedure
Act, RSA 2000, c. P-34, as amended or repealed and replaced from time to time.



4.0

5.0

RULES FOR THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.11

4.12

Subject to any other restriction and provisions that may be contained in this Bylaw, no Person
shall operate an Off-Highway Vehicle anywhere within the municipal boundaries of the Town
between the hours of ten (10) o'clock in the evening (p.m.) and seven (7) o'clock of the next
morning (a.m.)

All off-highway vehicles travelling on a highway shall be equipped with at least one (1)
headlight and one (1) taillight that must be alit always.

All off-highway vehicles equipped with a seatbelt assembly must be worn during operation
of the off-highway vehicle.

No person shall operate or be a passenger on an off-highway vehicle unless wearing a safety
helmet securely attached on their head when the Off-Highway Vehicle is in motion.

No person shall operate or be a passenger on an off-highway vehicle where the number of
persons on the off-highway vehicle exceeds the number or persons that the off-highway
vehicle is designed to carry.

No person shall operate an off-highway vehicle within the Town where the Town has placed
a sign prohibiting such operation.

During times of high to extreme fire hazard, the provincial government or local authority may
implement a fire advisory, fire restriction or fire ban whereas all use of Off-Highway Vehicles
shall be banned within the limits of the Town of Legal.

No person shall operate an off-highway vehicle unless the off-highway vehicle is equipped
with an exhaust muffler that complies with the following:

a) An exhaust muffler must cool and expel the exhaust gases from the engine without
excessive noise and without producing flames or sparks.

No person shall operate an off-highway vehicle in which a device is attached to the exhaust
system or the muffler that increases the noise made by the expulsion of gases from the
engine or allows gases in or leaving the exhaust system to be ignited.

No person shall drive an off-highway vehicle if the exhaust outlet of the muffler has been
widened.

No person shall drive an off-highway vehicle if the exhaust muffler is cut out or disconnected
from the engine or has had a baffle plate or other part removed.

Operators of off-highway vehicles on Town of Legal highways shall travel on the extreme
right-hand portion of the traveling surface of the road or ditch and shall travel single file
always.

LICENSING, REGISTRATION, AND INSURANCE

5.1

5.2

53

No Person shall drive an Off-Highway Vehicle on any portion of a highway within the
municipal boundaries of the Town unless:

a) They are a holder of a valid operator’s license or learner’s permit and are abiding by
the rules of that license or permit as per the provisions of the Act.

No Person shall permit another Person who is not a holder of a valid operator’s license or
permit as noted in Subsection 5.1 to drive an Off-Highway Vehicle on any portion of a highway
within the municipal boundaries of the Town, as per the provisions of the Act.

No person under the age of fourteen (14) years shall operate an Off-Highway Vehicle in a
public place.



5.4

a) Notwithstanding Subsection 5.3, a person under the age of fourteen (14) years shall
not be considered in contravention of this Section if they are supervised by an adult
person seated next to them on the Off-Highway Vehicle, or otherwise in close
proximity, while giving instruction, if that instruction is not given on a highway.

No Person who is the Owner of an Off-Highway Vehicle may operate or permit any other
Person to operate an Off-Highway Vehicle on any public property when there is:

a) no subsisting certificate of insurance issued to that vehicle;
b) no subsisting certificate of registration issued to that vehicle; and
c) no license plate affixed to the vehicle.

6.0 DESIGNATED AREAS & SPEED

7.0

6.1 The operator of an Off-Highway Vehicle is authorized to operate an Off-Highway Vehicle on
any alley or roadway, by the most direct and shortest route of travel through Town or for
service or maintenance.

a) Notwithstanding anything in this Bylaw, the operator of an Off-Highway Vehicle is
authorized to operate an Off-Highway Vehicle within the boundaries of the Town of
Legal for the purposes of enforcement purposes and emergency services.

b) The CAO, upon application from an organization, association or registered society that
is registered under the Societies Act, may approve and provide written consent for the
use of Off-Highway Vehicles within the boundaries of the Town for a specific period of
time. Documentation relevant to the permit issued must be carried for the duration of
the event for presentation to enforcement if requested.

6.2 No Person shall operate an Off Highway Vehicle on any portion marked on Schedule "B"
which includes but not limited to:

a) Parkland area,

b) Environmental sensitive areas (Legal Creek),

c) School ground,

d) Developed or landscaped area,

e) Recreation area,

f) Private property without permission of the owner or occupant of such property,

g) Highway 651 (50 Avenue), or

h)  Trail system.

6.3 When crossing any highway the operator of an Off-Highway Vehicle must:

a) Stop the Off-Highway Vehicle before entering onto the highway or portion thereof to
be crossed;

b) Ensure all passengers disembark from the Off-Highway Vehicle and any vehicle or thing
attached thereto before they commence to cross; and

c) Cross over the highway or portion thereof to be crossed from the most direct and
shortest route of travel available.

6.4  Notwithstanding Subsection 6.1(b) and Subsection 9.3, no person may operate an off-
highway vehicle at a speed in excess of twenty (20) kilometers per hour on any portion of the
Town of Legal where such vehicles are permitted to operate.

6.5 The operator of an Off-Highway Vehicle shall yield to all other traffic on any highway in the
Town and to all Pedestrian at all times and places.

6.6  No Person shall operate an Off-Highway Vehicle without due care and attention, or without
reasonable consideration for other Persons or property.

TOWING

7.1 No Person shall tow behind an Off-Highway Vehicle any trailer, sleigh, cutter, or other vehicle

unless the hitch or attachment employed:



8.0

9.0

10.0

11.0

a) is so designed as to control the vehicle being towed so that it will substantially follow
in the tracks of the towing vehicle;

b) is of sufficient strength to safely control the vehicle being towed;

c) does not exceed 1.83 metres in length; and

d) adequately prevents the towed vehicle from colliding with the towing vehicle in the
case of a downhill travel or a stop.

7.2 Aperson towing a trailer for the purpose of hauling garden waste, grass clippings, or compost
to and from the municipal compost site will be permitted to do so with an unregistered trailer
provided the trailer is hitched in accordance with Subsection 7.1.

7.3 No person or animal shall be allowed in a trailer towed by an Off-Highway Vehicle.

7.4 Aperson, community group or not for profit organization may make application to the Town
for an exemption to Subsection 7.3. An application for an exemption will only apply for
special events, parades, and community celebrations. Exemption will be reviewed and
approved by the CAO or delegate.

DAMAGE

8.1 No Person shall in any way damage any Street Furniture on any Highway or public place
within the Town.

8.2 Operation of Off-Highway Vehicles in the Town of Legal is at the operators own risk and the
Town of Legal does not warrant any area as being suitable for the use of Off-Highway Vehicle.

OFFENCE

9.1 A Person who contravenes any provision of this Bylaw is guilty of an offence and liable to a
fine or fines and/or seizure and detainment of the Off-Highway Vehicle as set out in Schedule
”A”.

9.2 When an off-highway vehicle is operated in contravention of any provision of this Bylaw, the
owner or operator shall be deemed to have committed the corresponding offence.

9.3 The employees, servants and agents of the Town, while acting in the course of their

employment or duty, are exempt from the provisions of this Bylaw.

FINES AND PENALTIES

10.1

A person who is guilty of an offence under this Bylaw is liable;

a) to a fine as prescribed in Schedule “A”;

b) a fine for second or subsequent offence(s) within one (1) year of the first offence shall
be double the amount of the fine for the first offence(s); or

c) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) but
not less than specified in Schedule “A”.

MUNICIPAL VIOLATION TAG AND VIOLATION TICKETS

111

11.2

11.3

114

Any person who contravenes any section of this Bylaw is guilty of an offence and is liable
upon conviction to a fine as set out in Schedule “A” which is attached hereto and forms part
of this Bylaw.

Under no circumstances shall any person contravening any provisions of this Bylaw be subject
to the penalty of imprisonment.

Nothing in this Bylaw shall be construed as curtailing or abridging the right of the Municipality
to obtain compensation or to maintain an action for loss of or damage to property from or
against the person or persons responsible.

A Bylaw Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a Violation Tag
to any person whom, the Bylaw Enforcement Officer has reasonable and probable grounds
to believe, has contravened any provision of this Bylaw.



yﬁlayor / r

11.5 A Violation Tag may be issued to such person:

a) either personally; or
b) by mailing a copy to such person at his or her last known post office address.

11.6 The Violation Tag shall be in a form approved by the Municipality and shall state:

a) the name of the person;

b) the offence;

c) the appropriate penalty for the offence as specified; in Schedule “A” of this Bylaw;

d) that the penalty shall be paid within thirty (30) days of the issuance of the Violation Tag;
e) any other information as may be required by the Municipality.

11.7 Where a contravention of this Bylaw is of a continuing nature, further Violation Tags may be
issued by a Bylaw Enforcement Officer, provided that no more than one Violation Tag shall
be issued for each day that the contravention continues.

11.8 Where a Violation Tag is issued pursuant to this Bylaw, the person to whom the Violation Tag

is issued may, in lieu of being prosecuted for the offence, pay to the Municipality, the penalty
specified in the Violation Tag.

11.9 Nothing in this Bylaw shall prevent a Bylaw Enforcement Officer from immediately issuing a
Violation Ticket to any person who contravenes any provision of this Bylaw.

11.10 If the penalty specified in a Violation Tag is not paid within the prescribed time period, then
a Bylaw Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a Violation Ticket
pursuant to the Provincial Offences Procedure Act.
12.0 BYLAW COMING INTO EFFECT
12.1 Bylaw #04-2022 is hereby repealed.

12.2 This Bylaw comes into force and effect on the date of final passing.
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SCHEDULE A - FEES

Fees
Fee Description FIRST OFFENCE SECOND &
SUBSEQUENT
OFFENCES

Operate OHV during restricted hours or dates $250.00 $500.00
Operate OHV w/o valid operators license $250.00 $500.00

| Operate OHV w/o headlight or taillight alit $100.00 $200.00
Driver or passenger fail to wear seatbelt $250.00 $500.00
Allow others to operate OHV w/o valid $250.00 $500.00
operators license
Underage operation of OHV $250.00 $500.00
Exceed number of persons on off-highway $250.00 $500.00
vehicle
Fail to hold valid registration $250.00 $500.00
Fail to display valid license plate $100.00 $200.00
Fail to hold valid insurance $500.00 $1,000.00
Operate OHV in restricted area $250.00 $500.00
Operate OHV during fire ban $500.00 $1,000.00
Speeding (+20km/hr) $100.00 $200.00
Fail to take most direct route $250.00 $500.00
Fail to yield to traffic/pedestrian $250.00 $500.00
Operate without due care and attention $250.00 $500.00
Improper towing $100.00 $200.00
Improper crossing $250.00 $500.00
Fail to wear helmet $250.00 $500.00

Damage to street furniture

$250.00 plus cost of
repair

Any offence under this Bylaw for which a
penalty is not otherwise provided

$250.00
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Permitted access routes: m——

Non-permitted areas:
a) Parkland area,
b) Environmental sensitive areas (Legal Creek)
c) School ground,
d) Developed or landscaped area,
e) Recreation area,
f) Private property without permission of the owner or occupant of such property,
g) Highway 651 (50 Avenue),
h) Trail system.



